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Your membership dollars help fund the creation, improvement, and 
maintenance of our 70+ miles of trails, bridges, boardwalks, bench-
es, and signs; providing a wide variety of outdoor recreational and 
educational opportunities for Victor and the surrounding community. 

National Trails Day in Victor and Fishers 
 
Thank you to all of the community members who came out for the hike 
and dedication of the Rochester and Eastern Trolley Waiting Shelter. 
The weather was perfect, the hike was about 3 miles long for some and 
5 for others, the speeches were educational and the Chicken Bar BQ 
was delicious. Thank you to the Scouts from Troop 61 for helping. 

 

New sign on the shelter, 

New Pomeroy Sign Conductor and MC 
Joel Richter 

Photos by Dave Wright. 

Charles Lowe, Trustee 
at New York Museum of 
Transportation. 
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The Victor Hiking Trails 
Pathfinder is published 
quarterly for the members 
of Victor Hiking Trails, Inc.  
We encourage submissions 
of letters, editorial items 
and advertising pertaining 
to trails, Victor and the 

environment. 
Ask about our rates. 

To submit articles for the 
VHT Pathfinder, please 

contact: 
 
Dave Wright, Editor 
Victor Hiking Trails, Inc. 
85 East Main Street 
Victor, NY 14564 

 
DWright@VictorHikingTrails.org 

 
www.VictorHikingTrails.org 

 
Also on Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube   
and Meetup 
É 2026  

Victor Hiking Trails, Inc. 

VHT M̛̖̠̏̓̕ H̐̒̌̚ VHT 2026 Officers: 
 

Lisa Robertsï Chair 
 

Nancy Fisherï Vice-Chair 
 

Barb Starrï Secretary 
 

Jeff Lodgeï Treasurer 
 

Scott Reinhartï Trail Blazer 
 

Chauncy Youngï Trail Boss 
 

Openï Membership Dir. 
 

Jeff Miller ï Education Dir. 
 

Open ð Community          En-
gagement Director 

 
Jeff Hennickð Information Dir. 

 
Dave Wrightï Business Opera-

tions Director 
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2026 Hikes 
 
July 11ð FLCC Trails, Canandaigua 
Aug 8ð Naples Creek, Grimes Glen 
Sep 12ð Discover Victor Fest hike 
Sep 26ð Challenge Hike 
Oct 10ð Boughton Park 
Nov 14ð Powder Mills Park 
Dec 12ð Harriet Hollister Spencer State Recreation Area 
 
Green are Educational walks and meet at 2:00 PM 
 
Jun 28ðMendon Ponds Park, Birdwatching 
July 26ðRose Hill Mansion, Geneva, NY 
Aug 30ðTrolley, Trains and Trails, OCHS, Canandaigua 
Sep 27ð Smith Opera House, Geneva 
Oct 25ðThe Sutton Company, Naples 
 
Note: Please check the MeetUp app for  details and last minute up-
dates. Also, if you join https://www.meetup.com/Victor-Hiking-Trails-
Meetup, you will get notifications of hikes and other events, reminders if 
you are signed up for a hike, and last minute changes.   

All hikes meet at Victor Town Hall rear parking lot, 85 East Main Street, 
at 9:00 AM unless otherwise noted. Most hikes are relatively easy and 
take 2-3 hours. Always bring a snack and something to drink. Dress for 
the weather. We rarely cancel due to inclement weather. 

As noted in our schedule there are several educational hikes planned 
for 2026. These are usually on a Sunday afternoon, starting at 2:00 PM.  

We usually carpool from Victor Town Hall to the trailhead. Expect to 
share the cost of gas with the driver. If you have any questions regard-
ing any of the hikes, or if you have suggestions for places to hike, 
please send a message to Webmaster@VictorHikingTrails.org. 

Again this year we have scheduled several hikes in Victor or the sur-
rounding communities. We are also leading shorter and easier hikes to 
encourage families and younger hikers to join us. Wednesday morning 
we meet at the Victor Farmington Library at 9:00 AM for a short, easy 
walk. 

We only hike as fast as the slowest hikers, so donôt worry about not 
keeping up. If we need to split into more than one group, that is not a 
problem. Come enjoy the fun. 

NOTE: There are several hiking Meetup groups in our area that sched-
ule hikes in Victor. If you like to hike, join those Meetup groups as well. 

VHT Pathfinder 



 

 

Past Hikes 
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Apr 11 ï Valentown Hall to Woodcliff and Back. 
This hike combined with the Genesee Valley Hiking 
Group and was led by Chauncy Young. 14 hikers started 
out on this 6 to 9 mile, fast-paced, hilly hike. A few had 
enough with six miles, but most went the full nine miles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 9ð Mertensia Park, Farmington.  
This was also combined with Genesee Valley Hiking 
Group and was well attended. The Bluebells were at 
their peak and Mertensia Park never disappoints. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 7ð National Trails Day and FORR Historic Sign dedication. 
See page 1. 
 
June 13ð ADK Outdoor Expo at Mendon Ponds Park. 
This was the 27th Annual Outdoor Expo held 
at Mendon Ponds Park and sponsored by the 
Genesee Valley Chapter of the Adirondack 
Mountain Club. Victor Hiking Trails has at-
tended every year to promote the trails in Vic-
tor. We always have great conversations with 
the people who are very interested in doing 
things outdoors. Chauncy led a fast-paced, 
hilly five mile hike for 9 hikers. Sometimes we 
get new members and volunteers to help 
maintain the trails. 
 
          Photo by Chauncy Young. 

Photo by Chauncy Young.        Photo by Theresa. 
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Educational Hikes 
 
Mar 29ðHistory of the LVRR in Manchester plus model RR display. 
14 guests listened to ex-railroader and 
former Town of Manchester historian 
Tim Record tell about the history of rail-
roads in Manchester and Shortsville. 
Then it was a short walk to the Man-
chester Model Railroad Association 
(MMRA) display of a O-scale model 
railroad inside a Lehigh Valley boxcar. 
This was created to represent the 
Lehigh Valley Railroad yard in the Vil-
lage of Manchester prior to 1976. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apr 26ðBreese Park, West Henri-
etta, Spring Ephemeral Flowers. 
This park is located near the Gene-
see River and is well known for its 
abundance of spring wild flowers and 
wildlife. 13 VHT members joined a 
group from the Canandaigua Botani-
cal Society on a search for different 
species of flowers led by Fred Hayes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 17ðHinchey Historical House 
and Park. 
This homestead was built in the 1870ôs 
by Franklin Hinchey. His parents came 
to Gates in 1810 to farm the land and 
raise a family. The home was placed on 
the National Register of Historic Places 
in 1983. It is furnished as it must have 
looked in the 1800ôs. 

Photo by Dave Wright. 

Photo by Jeff Miller. 

Photo by Jeff Miller. 
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Hall of Fame and Friends of Victor Hiking Trails Announcement 
 
The VHT HOF selection committee has chosen two outstanding members 
to be inducted into the VHT HOF for 2026. 
 
Ruth Rugaber was our treasurer from June, 2017 to September, 2025. 
She did an excellent job of keeping our financial records accurate, using 
QuickBooks. She was a member for many years before volunteering to be 
our treasurer. She enjoyed walking the trails near her with her dog. 
 
Mimi Lodge became a VHT member when she retired five years ago. We 
could not find a greater volunteer. She shows up for almost every trail 
maintenance outing with her favorite loppers. Whatever is needed, she 
gladly volunteers, including painting the trail blazes. 
 
Tom and Ebets Judson are truly Friends of Victor Hiking Trails. Not only 
have they given us permission to maintain the Seneca Trail on their prop-
erty, they have also helped us reroute the trail to avoid a wet area. And 
they have significantly helped us financially when we needed to make a 
large purchase for equipment or trail improvements. 
 

 
Wednesday Walkers 
 
The Victor Farmington Library Walkers and Victor Hiking Trails leaders meet every 
Wednesday morning at 9:00 AM at the library, 15 West Main Street, for a slow, easy walk 
of 2 to 3 miles. We usually pick a location in Victor or close by. Sometimes in a park or on 
a trail, sometimes in the village, depending on the weather and who is participating. After 
the walk, several go to the Busy Bean Caf® for nourishment and comradery. If you are free, 
why not join the group. 

            Photo by Randy Shea.                                           Photo  by Chauncy Young. 
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Lehigh Crossing Park 
By Dave Wright 
Work continues on eradicating the phragmite around 
the pond and planting native specimens. The area is 
alive with a variety of birds, pollinators, frogs, turtles, 
snakes (the friendly kind), and mammals. We be-
lieve there are fish in the pond. Remember there is a 
catch and release policy. A small group of volun-
teers meet every Thursday morning and would love 
to see more volunteers. Check the Meetup app 
(Https://www.meetup.com/Victor-Hiking-Trails-
Meetup) for more details. 

 
 

Congratulation to Kyra Bhalla 
Kyra is a scout with 
Troop 6060 in Victor. 
She just completed 
her Eagle Scout pro-
ject in Domine Trails, 
located between the 
Auburn and Lehigh 
Valley Trails in Fish-
ers. She chose to in-
stall special signs at 
the intersections of 
the three trails located 
in the woods. She de-
signed the signs, had 
them made and di-
rected the installation 
of the 4x4 posts and 
the mounting of the 
signs. 

Red-winged Blackbird.    Photo by Barb Starr            Pfrags cut down.  Photo by Dave Wright 

Kyra Bhalla at an intersection sign.                                              Photos by Chauncy Young. 


