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Your membership dollars help fund the creation, improvement, and 
maintenance of our 70+ miles of trails, bridges, boardwalks, bench-
es, and signs; providing a wide variety of outdoor recreational and 
educational opportunities for Victor and the surrounding community. 

Athletic Shoe Recycling 
By Lisa Roberts 

 

VHT has begun recycling and re-purposing old athletic shoes. 

Drop off your old running shoes, hiking boots, sports cleats and 

sneakers of all kinds at either 

the Victor Farmington Library 

or the Victor Parks and Rec-

reation building on Lehigh 

Crossing Drive. Shoes of any 

size and condition are ac-

cepted. Shoes that can still 

be worn will find new owners 

and those that are worn out 

will be ground up into materi-

al that is used to make other 

products. 300 pairs of shoes 

have been diverted from the 

landfill in just 3 months. Weôll 

keep collecting as long as 

people keep dropping them 

off. 
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2025 Hikes 
 
Oct 11ðHike Hickory Ridge 
Nov 8ðDryer Road Park 
Dec 13ðMendon Ponds Park 

2026 Hikes 
Dec 1ðIndian Hill, Perinton 
 
Green are Educational walks and meet at 2:00 PM 
 
Sep 27ðRochester & Genesee Valley Railroad Museum 
Oct 19ðHarriet Hollister Spencer State Recreation Area 
Nov 23ðWild Wings at Mendon Ponds Park at 12 PM 
Dec 21ðLamberton Conservatory, Highland Park 
 
 
Note: Please check the MeetUp app for  details and last minute up-
dates. Also, if you join https://www.meetup.com/Victor-Hiking-Trails-
Meetup, you will get notifications of hikes and other events, reminders if 
you are signed up for a hike, and last minute changes.   

All hikes meet at Victor Town Hall rear parking lot, 85 East Main Street, 
at 9:00 AM unless otherwise noted. Most hikes are relatively easy and 
take 2-3 hours. Always bring a snack and something to drink. Dress for 
the weather. We rarely cancel due to inclement weather. 

As noted in our schedule there are several educational hikes planned 
for 2025. These are usually on a Sunday afternoon, starting at 2:00 PM.  

We usually carpool from Victor Town Hall to the trailhead. Expect to 
share the cost of gas with the driver. If you have any questions regard-
ing any of the hikes, or if you have suggestions for places to hike, 
please send a message to Webmaster@VictorHikingTrails.org. 

Again this year we have scheduled several hikes in Victor or the sur-
rounding communities. We are also leading shorter and easier hikes to 
encourage families and younger hikers to join us. Wednesday morning 
we meet at the Victor Farmington Library at 9:00 AM for a short, easy 
walk. 

We only hike as fast as the slowest hikers, so donôt worry about not 
keeping up. If we need to split into more than one group, that is not a 
problem. Come enjoy the fun. 

NOTE: There are several hiking Meetup groups in our area that sched-
ule hikes in Victor. If you like to hike, join those Meetup groups as well. 

VHT Pathfinder 



 

 

Past Hikes 
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Jul 12ï Hike at Grimes Glen in Naples 
 
Nine stream walkers ventured over to Grimes 
Glen to cool off on a warm morning. The previous 
rains made the waterfalls spectacular. And there 
was plenty of water in the creek as well. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Aug 9ï Special Celebration at Dryer Road Park 
 
There was a Celebration of Life for our dear friend and 
founding VHT member Carol MacInnes at Dryer Road 
Park. VHT board members thanked Carolôs family for her 
dedication to VHT as our first Trailmaster, responsible for 
convincing many landowners to share their property with 
the public. Many miles of trails in Victor are because of the 
perseverance of Carol. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sep 13ï Explore Victor Fest 
 
Another great event in the Village of Victor. Many young 
families came to enjoy the festival and see old friends. 
Thank you to the volunteers who were at the VHT table 
talking to perspective members and spreading the word 
about all of our trails and what VHT does to improve the 
quality of life in our community. 
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Educational Hikes 
 
Jun 29ï Bird Watching with Liz Magnanti 
 
It was a beautiful Sunday afternoon to look for 
birds at Tinker Nature Park. In addition to see-
ing and hearing many birds, a fawn was ob-
served in the backyard of a park neighbor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jul 27ï 1816 Farmington Quaker Meeting-
house 
The amount of work, volunteer hours and 
funds that are being spent to preserve this im-
portant piece of history is phenomenal. This 
will take a long time to complete, but the or-
ganization is determine. In addition to the 
meetinghouse, the group took a short hike on 
the new trail and also looked at the grave 
stones dating back to the 1800s in the old 
cemetery across the street. 
 
 
 
 
Aug 24ï Watering Holes in Canandaiqua 
 
The Ontario County Historical Society led 
tours are always interesting and this one was 
no exception. What started out looking like a 
very windy and rainy day turned out to be 
quite pleasant. 
The guide showed the group where some 
speakeasys were located before and after 
prohibition. Some of the buildings are still 
standing and some are long gone. 
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By Barb Starr 
We continue weekly small work parties. The pond is 
very low, but I am hoping this gives us the opportunity to 
reach more of the invasive phragmites. Starting to see 
more painted turtles again. Several dozen cattails now 
assert their presence around the pond, where less than a 
dozen individuals were noted last year. The many asters 
should come into full bloom this week, along with 
healthy stands of goldenrod. We have mostly eliminated 
the mugwort that was along the pond. Hope to continue 
work parties several more weeks before the cold cuts us 
off. Yes, the phrags re-emerge, but we are finding it 
much easier to clear larger areas with each visit. 
I was pleased to see one new sign indicating an interest in 
the pond last week. No kiosk was returned this year, 
hoping one might be available next year. Usually at 
least one person stops to comment each time we are 
there, and being able to communicate to the public who 
visit with updated notices in a kiosk I think would be of 
interest. 

Lehigh Crossing Park Update 

Art at Fishers Park 
By Lisa Roberts 
One of the many wonderful features of 
Fishers Park is a natural spring. VHT 
volunteers Mimi Lodge and Lisa Rob-
erts created a colorful sign to draw at-
tention to the spring. The sign is now 
installed next to the bridge that crosses 
the little creek created by the springôs 
waters as they flow toward Irondequoit 
Creek. Look closely, youôll notice the 
watercress growing in the water, and 
that itôs always a vibrant green, even 
when everything else is covered by 
snow. 

Old Benches Find a New 
Home 
By Lisa Roberts 
Thanks to hard work by some VHT vol-
unteers, three benches that were in 
front of the Victor Farmington Library 
are finding new homes along the trails 
in the Village of Victor. Two will be in-
stalled on the Auburn Trail between 
Rawson Road and School Street. Both 
will be placed under nice shade trees. 
The location of the third is still being 
decided. 
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Eagle Scout Project 
By Veronica Tavolette 
 
Veronica Tavolette, a member of BSA Troop 6060 out of Victor, completed her Eagle 
Scout project this August along the Helenôs Way Trail. 
 
Veronica and her team replaced a small plank bridge with a brand-new 20-foot long by 
5-foot wide plank bridge, ensuring a sturdy and reliable crossing of a small creek for 
years to come. The new bridge not only improves trail safety, but also adds to the over-
all accessibility of the area. 
 
In addition to the bridge construction, the project added a fun and adventurous element 
for the community by planting three new geocaches along Helenôs Way Trail. These ge-
ocaches provide hikers and families with an engaging activity, encouraging exploration 
of the trail while promoting outdoor recreation. 

Photo by Chauncy Young 
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VHT & VHS 2025 Summer Program  
By Scott Reinhart 
 
One aspect of Victor Hiking Trailsô desire to serve the community is to build partnerships 
with public and private institutions.  Working with Victor CSDôs Work Based Learning Coor-
dinator Sue Utz and classroom teacher Emily Morsheimer, a summer program was creat-
ed to provide the students in Ms. Morsheimerôs class  opportunities to visit and experience 
some of Victorôs parks and trails.   
For six Tuesdays this summer, the VHS students and staff met VHT board members at six 
different locations to experience  parks and  trails.  They learned about the unique history 
of each  as well as  the flora and fauna found in each location.  Because it was also the 
studentsô  summer vacation, we wanted  hiking and fun to also be important parts of each 
session.   
One of the many highlights was our final session at the Trolley Trail/Firemenôs Field loca-
tion.  Along with the history and the hike, we were all delighted by the unexpected addition 
of a Victor FD firetruck.  A special thank you to the VFD for doing an impromptu Q&A as 
well as allowing the students to "climb aboardò.   
Hopefully, the students and the VHS enjoyed their time with us  and we will see them 
again in the parks and on the trails! 

Wednesday Library Walkers 
The Victor Farmington Library arranged 
a special walk at the Wild Wings pre-
serve at Mendon Ponds Park. It was so 
successful, they arranged for a second 
one a month later. Wild Wings staff 
does amazing work to save injured birds 
and other animals. 
 
 
 

Photo by Dave Wright 
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Book Suggestions 
By Lisa Roberts 
 
The Route of the Orange Limited, the story of the 
Canandaigua Street Railway Company. Better 
known as The Rochester and Eastern Rapid Rail-
way. 
The Orange Limited traveled along what is now the 
ñTrolley Trailò in Victor. Written in 1953, which was 
the 50th anniversary of the opening of the line be-
tween Canandaigua and Rochester, the short book 
is full of historical photos, and details the history of 
the Rochester and Eastern Rapid Railway and has 
stories from many patrons and employees of the 
ñEasternò. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
52 Ways to Walk, by Annabel Streets 
 
This book will inspire, challenge, support, and encour-
age everyone to become more ambitious with their 
walking, revealing how walking may be the best kept 
secret of the supremely healthy and happy, the crea-
tive and well sleptðthose with the best posture and 
sharpest memories. 
 
Both books can be borrowed from the VF Library. 

Thank You Ruth 
 
It is with mixed emotions that we bid our 
treasurer Ruth Rugaber a fond farewell. 
Ruth served on our Board of Directors from 
June, 2017 to September, 2025 and she 
did a fantastic job. 
Ruth and Mark are moving out of state, but 
they will be in our hearts forever. We wish 
them nothing but the best as they embark 
on this new chapter in their life. 

New Treasurer 
 
Welcome to Jeff Lodge to the VHT 
Board of Directors as our new treasurer. 
As soon as the word was out that our 
current treasurer, Ruth Rugaber, was 
resigning, Jeff stepped up and volun-
teered to take on this very important 
role. Thank you Jeff. We believe you will 
enjoy being a part of VHT. 
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7615 Omnitech Place 
Victor, NY 14564 
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Visit our sponsors and tell them you saw their advertisement in the VHT Pathfinder. 

Saxby Implement 
180 Mendon Victor Road 
Mendon, New York 14506 

585-624-2938 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.SaxbyImplement.com 

 

 

Saxby Implement 
180 Mendon Victor Road 
Mendon, New York 14506 

585-624-2938 
 
 
 
 
 

 
www.SaxbyImplement.com 

 



 

 

Making Connections in Victor 

Check out our website at 
www.victorhikingtrails.org 

Annual membership is for 12 months, beginning when 
you first join. Please send your renewal check, or renew 
online using PayPal, promptly so we can continue to cre-
ate new and improved shared-use trails. 
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All VHT newsletters are now available on our website. 
View it and download it in full color. 

Join us on Facebook! 
 
And Meetup! 
 
Post your photos on Instagram 
 
See VHT videos on YouTube 

Victor Hiking Trails 
85 East Main Street 
Victor, NY 14564 

34+YEARS AND GROWING 


